
� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � �

����������	�
�		������

At the December church council meeting, I 
began my report with a reflection on Second Samuel 
7: 1-11.  I think that same reflection a good way to 
start my first newsletter article in my new church 
family, as it is a lesson that has truly spoken to me 
in my first month at St. Peter’s.    

The story of Second Samuel seven goes 
like this:  When David becomes king of all Israel 
and Judah, he brings the Ark of the Covenant into 
Jerusalem and a house of cedar is built for the king.  
Once he is settled, David’s thoughts turn toward his 
to-do list for God.  His first, immediate thought 
points to a contradiction:  though he is now cozy in 
his fragrant home, the ark of God remains in a tent.  
So David begins making plans to honor God by 
building a temple for the ark.    

God, however, sees things a bit differently:  
“…Did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 
me a house of cedar?”   

I find God’s response here blessedly hu-
morous and sarcastic, in an eye-opening kind of 
way.  God didn’t need David building him a house, 
and he lets David know it.  God then sets about 
pointing out all of the things that God has done and 
plans to do for David and the people Israel.  “I have 
done this and this and this and this, and more is yet 
to come,” God says in more words than these, AND, 
“Moreover the LORD declares to you that the 
LORD will make you a house!” 

While David’s to-do list intended to honor 
God, it did not include a vision for what God was 
already doing in that place for God’s people, nor 
what God was aiming to do.  God’s to-do list was 
quite different, and through the prophet, Nathan, 
God lets David know it.   

From the passage, I take this lesson for 
myself:  take time and care to notice what God is 
already doing at St. Peter’s.  As a person who appre-
ciates immersion learning; as a person who loves to 

swim by jumping right on into the deep end, that is 
an important “be still and know that I am God” 
(Psalm 46:10) kind of reminder.  I must take care 
not to create a “to-do list” that ultimately, doesn’t 
honor you or God.   

Don’t worry; all of this doesn’t mean that I 
plan to approach youth, children’s and young adult 
ministry by sitting on my hands.  As you can see 
from the new, blue page in the church newsletter, 
Paul and I are eager to build St. Peter’s youth and 
young adult ministries.  What you will notice, how-
ever, is that for some time, the opportunities we may 
explore will either be of an experimental nature 
and/or they will focus on building the relationships 
necessary to sustain viable programs to come.  A 
few, relational immersion opportunities already dot 
the calendar in the months to come, including a 
youth lock-in this month, the conference’s annual 
high school youth event in February, a group-
building ropes course experience for our confir-
mands in March, and a Wednesday night Lenten 
program that will include both intergenerational 
learning opportunities and the “trying-on” of a more 
age-specific, small group program.  In addition to 
this we are brainstorming around the needs and de-
sires of young adults in our church family and I 
hope to announce an initial gathering of some form 
very soon.   

I don’t think I can express just how excited 
I am to embark on this journey of faith with you and 
Pastor Paul.  Already, I have felt God’s presence 
and work among this cong��������	
	�������	
���	
����	���������	
���	����������	������	
���	�����	
���	������	���	
���	�����������	��	�������	���	���
�����	��	��	
��	��������	
���	����	����	����		����	
������	�����	�	��	�������	���	�����	��	���	����	��� 	
���	��	�����	���	����	��������
	��	������										 																																					

	 	

	 			

��������	�
����	
�	�������

��������	������
���

����������	
��������� 
�

����������� ��

��������������������
��������

��

��������	�� ��

�������������� ��� �

!������	�� �"#�

��	������ $�

� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  ! � �

All committee and 
board reports for the 
2008 Annual Report 
are due to the office or 
newsletter editor via 
email  by 9:00 a.m. 
January 13, 2009.  
This will allow time 
for the completion of 
the  annual report to be 
mailed with the      
February Messenger.  

Thank you to everyone 
for all of the great arti-
cles you so timely sent 
to be included in the 
newsletter over the 
past year.   

Laura Placht                                             
Messenger Editor 
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Ask the questions that are deep in your heart or dance in your 
head.  

Together, we will listen for God who still speaks today. 

New/Prospective/Rejuvenated Members Class to 
Begin. 
Take a deep breath and wonder:  What matters to you?  How 
do you spend your life?  What are your hopes, your doubts, 
and your questions? For what do you seem to pray about the 
most?  These are engaging questions, questions of faith.  We 
will link your questions with those of the larger community of 
the United Church of Christ (UCC), using a brand new re-
source, What Matters to You? Matters to Us by Sidney D. 
Fowler.  We say at communion, “No matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  
Whether you are a curious inquirer or a long-term member of 
the UCC, your questions matter.  God is in the questions.   

So go ahead, ask the questions that are deep in your heart and 
dance in your head:  What about God, about Jesus, about jus-
tice?  What about issues that people and nations debate, some-
times violently?  What about life, death, and beyond? What 
about creations and those with whom we share this planet? 
What about so many people from different religions and no 
religion? What about hope, faith, and, yes, love?  What is God 
to do with us?  And even, why did God give you breath and 
life? 

St. Peter’s wants to love the questions with you.  We want to 
live into the answers with you.  The UCC has always been a 
people of the searching heart, the inquisitive mind, and a rest-
less longing for  justice and peace.  Some churches find 
strength in demanding loyalty to unquestionable answers.   
We seek answers also, yet we don’t avoid the questions. 

Together, with you, we bring our inquiry to God and 
listen - listen for a God who still speaks today.  We 
know that often - while prayerfully seeking God’s way 
with others - answers do come.  Then we take a risk, make 
a stand, and proclaim the good news of Christ.  And even still, 
in each generation, we listen again for more from God, for 
more wisdom, more truth, and more light.  You are a vital part 
of this generation’s listening for God. 

This class encourages you to explore your questions and en-
gage in questions that the UCC has pondered through the 
years.  Perhaps you have considered becoming part of a 
church, or wondered about baptism, or just want to go deeper 
in your faith; this class may help you explore questions along 
your search.  It engages you around six vital themes of our 
faith.  Rather than a list of UCC beliefs, this resource de-
scribes who we are as much as what we believe.  The themes 
begin with the words “WE are...” At this point along your 
journey of faith, do the themes reflect the kind of community 
of faith that God is calling you to join? 

WHAT MATTERS TO US? Six Vital Themes 

· We are people of God’s extravagant welcome. 

· We belong to Christ. 

· We are a people of covenant, a united and uniting church. 

· We are one at Baptism and the Table. 

· We thank God by working for a just and loving world. 

· We listen for the still-speaking God.  

Pastor Paul is looking at a short-term class to take place after 
church on Sundays.  Please let him know if you are interested 
or have any questions.                                                                      
(parts adapted from book’s introduction) 

Communion is served the first weekend of each month. 

The first weekend of the month is the food pantry collection. 

The first weekend of the month is the aluminum can collection. 

The MPS Box is in the parking lot. 

Pizza Hut Night is the second Monday of each month from 3-8 p.m.                                                                
(pick up a coupon in the atrium) 

Schnucks escrip cards  - pick up a registration form in the atrium, fill it out and turn it in to the 
church office. 

Sign up for altar flowers and /or bulletins in the Market Street hallway. 

John Pils’ prints of St. Peter’s Church are available for purchase in the church office. 
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It’s football championship season outside and inside 
church!  More than a dozen men gathered for an intro-
duction and preview of the Journeymen’s next study 
book, Season of Life: A Football Star, a Boy, a Journey 
to Manhood by Jeffrey Marx.  Lively and meaningful 
discussion followed. 

All men of the church and their friends are invited to 
join the Journeymen as they meet regularly to share in 
the book.  It was decided to meet four times, roughly 
weekly, and then once more to plan presenting the book 

at the Missouri Mid-South Conference Men’s Retreat, 
April 17-19, at Camp Mo-Val. 

Guys, give Journeymen a try and gain extra yards!  The 
gatherings will be Thursday evenings, beginning  Janu-
ary 15 at 5:30 p.m. in the Atrium Room.  Tentative fu-
ture dates are January 22, February 5,12, and 19.  Rev-
erend Koch has a few more copies of the book at a dis-
counted price of $12.50.  Check the weekly updates or 
contact Pastor Paul for more information. 

Building and Grounds Board  

The Building and Grounds Board met on 12-9-08.  Members in 
attendance were Elmer Fleer-Chair., Fred Hodgson, Jay Mittler, 
Koren Kerr-Council Rep., Cheryl Coleman, Perry Schatz, and 
Gene Hunt. 

Minutes from the November meeting were submitted and    
approved. 

Old Business: 

Elmer reported that the council has approved our recommenda-
tion on Sieve for snow removal.   

The sanctuary doors have been refinished as well as some 
needed interior painting by our maintenance supervisor, David 
Butler. 

New Business: 

The committee is pleased that the new roof is completed on the 
sanctuary. 

The committee is please to have new member, Gene Hunt,  
present at our meeting.   

We also thank Elmer Fleer for his fine year as chairman of our 
group. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Next meeting 1-13-09. 

Submitted by,                                                                                 
Cheryl Coleman, Secretary 

                                                                                                                                  
             

Cemetery Board Meeting - Special Election Meeting     
Tuesday, 12-2-08 

Members in attendance were Jack Harty, Alex Ocsody, 
Wendell Schneider, Jeff Francis, Bill Howard, Jack Harty,   
Alvin Gerling, Melvin Roewe-Council Rep., and Byron Stolte-
Sexton. 

New Business: 

Officers for 2009 were elected as follows: 

President: Wendell Schneider 

Vice-President: Jack Harty 

Treasurer: Alex Ocsody 

Secretary: Jeff Francis 

The meeting adjourned. The Board will meet in January. 

Respectively submitted,                                                           
Jeff Francis, Secretary 

Church Council Highlights - November  

· Discussion continues on status of Capital Campaign 

· Would like to get the confirmation classes involved in 
video taping the services and giving communion 

· A resolution was duly adopted by the Church Council of 
St. Peter’s UCC at a regularly scheduled meeting held on 
November 18, 2008, regarding the ministers’ housing/
salary designations to fulfill IRS requirements                    

· Working on getting designated Handicap Parking in front 
of church                                                                                    
Joyce Schatz, Secretary 

Dear Church Family, 

Words cannot express our thanks and apprecia-
tion for all of you who helped us through the 
illness and passing of our dear husband, dad, 
and papa.  In the big scheme of things his ill-
ness was brief, but it seemed so long to us.  
Every time we called upon Pastor Paul or Pas-
tor Jim they were there in an instant.  For all of 
the prayers, visits, and cards we are grateful.  
We so appreciated the funeral music by     

Rosemary Hirschl and Carolyn Slack. Thanks 
to all who brought food and Dorothy Althage 
who coordinated the serving of the meal.  Your 
kindness during this very difficult time will 
always be remembered. 

Carrie Clover                                                       
Carl Clover and Rhonda Stockglausner        
And all of the Family of Vic Clover 
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You will be hearing a good many sermons from the Gospel 
of Mark this year as the new lectionary cycle has begun.  
Why not take a step to help your understanding and appre-
ciation?  For seven Wednesdays at noon, beginning January 
17, the pastors will lead you on a study of Mark revolving 

around the theme of Christian Discipleship.  Past studies 
have been lively, engaging, and insightful.  Contact Pastor 
Paul for more information.  Make Bible study with others a 
New Years’ resolution! 

 

Social Concerns Committee 
Thank you to all St. Peter’s members for 
your generosity this Christmas.  The gifts 
to the Children’s Home were received 
with the wide eyed wonder you would 
expect from young ones.  The Emmaus 
Home gifts were received with just as 
much glee.  The Children’s Division was 
most appreciative for all the gifts for teens 
we sent.  They said they always get more 
than enough gifts for the young children, 
but the teens get slighted. Thanks to St. 
Peter’s UCC, that didn’t happen this year! 

Social Concerns Committee                     
Ed Menefee 
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Quilting Report 
It seems funny to write 2009..this past 
year has flown by.  We haven’t made up 
our list of dispersals yet.  I will put them 
in next month.   

A while back Patty Wood gave me a copy 
of the By-Laws of the first quilting group 
here at St. Peter’s.  There was not any 
date listed.  It was called “The Dorcus 
Sewing Circle”. They met twice a month, 
paid dues, and had lunch.  Today we meet 
twice a week, put 25 cents in the kitty and 
have a Big lunch.  They had coffee, 
bread, and coffeecake, or bread, cheese, 
or sausage.  By the way their dues were 
10 cents. 

Happy New Year                                            
Judy Eickmeyer and the Quilters 

 

Prayer Network 
The Prayer Network will meet on January 
7 at 10 a.m.  All are welcome both to join 
our Prayer Network as a caller and also to 
call the church office, Norma, or Dorothy 
with prayer requests for yourself or oth-
ers. 

For more information, please call Norma 
Hausmann at 239-3121 or Dorothy Al-
thage at 239-3574. 

A Thought or Two 

Actions in Heaven begin when someone 
prays on earth. You can count on me to 
pray, and you can count on God to an-
swer. 

Submitted by,                                                     
Dorothy Althage 

 

Thank You 
Dear Friends,                                            
Thank you for your donation of $165 in 
honor of Rev. Kerry Holder Joffrion, your 
speaker at Dr. Koch’s installation service.  
Rev. Joffrion has been notified of your 
donation.  Your gift will be combined 
with the gifts of others to make it possible 
for Interfaith Mission Service to continue 
to serve our community. 

We look forward to your continued in-
volvement with IMS in the future.  For 
more information on IMS projects please 
visit our website:                                  
interfaithmissionservice.org. 

Your generous contribution is greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely,                                                      
Chuck Vedane, President                                

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS HAVE BEEN GIVEN  

IN MEMORY OF:  GIVEN BY: 

Stanley & Marjorie Wilke..................................................................... Their Family 

M/M Wm. Wilke, Harvey & Julia Wilke,  

 M/M August Homeyer, Sr. .........................................................................Family 

Lorene Boland, Dorothy Jones, Eleanor Brown,  

 Earl Homeyer, Sr.......................................................................Sisters & Brothers 

Pearl Groeper, Ricky Langkopf ...................................................... Donna J. Giesler 

Corinne Crismon & Welch Family .................................................. Grover Crismon 

Adolph, Gertrude & Steven Wahl, Fritz, Hildegard,  

 Friedhelm & Heinz Marschke .........................................Larry & Brunhilde Wahl 

Evelyn Eggert .........................................Leroy, Gloria, Andrew & Nicholas Eggert 

Dorothy Jones ............................................................................ Ralph Jones Family 

Lester & Celeste Lammers...................................................... Evelyn & Carl Mayer 

Howard & Beulah Muench .........................................................Judy & Don Sedivy 

Gustave & Alvina Meyer, Roy & Stella Allemann 

   Betty & David Allemann 

Don Lucy ..............................................................................................Thelma Lucy 

Wm. & Alwina Koenig, Vernita Wolff, Lloyd Jaeger,  

     Fred & Agnes Jaeger.....................................................................Anita L. Jaeger 

M/M George Oberhaus .................................................... Bernell & Mary Oberhaus 

LeRoy Fitzpatrick .......................................................................Paulette Fitzpatrick 

Violet Kossmann..................................................................................Ruth Tuepker 

Leo Dowil ............................................................................Rich & Karen Houchins 

Herman & Mildred Verdine.......................................................Bill & Judy Verdine 

M/M Howard Muench ........................................................................ Carol Muench 
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St. Peter’s UCC Office 

Phone:  636-239-6176                                       
Fax:  636-239-7494                                             
Email:   

Pastor Koch                                                                             
Cell:   

Home:   

Email:   

 

Pastor Leah 

Cell:  Email:  

Messenger Editor:  Laura Placht                          
Email:   

Website:  stpetersuccwashmo.org  

Worship:                                                                
Saturday 5:00 p.m.  Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Fellowship 
The January meeting will be held on 
January 8, 2009.  The program will be a 
Bible Study followed by a sack lunch.  
Hostesses are Linda Becker, Ruth     
Buddemeyer, and Barb Dembeck. 

Submitted by,                                                
Mary Jo Stoyer	



William & Regina Nixon, Marion Monroe ................................................................ 

  .............................................................................Marilyn & Dave Sullentrup 

Clinton Logan ....................................................................................... Joline Logan 

Fleer & Webber Loved Ones ................................................ Elmer & Eleanor Fleer 

Herman Buddemeyer, Anna & Charles Buddemeyer,  

 Erna & Louis Kohmueller .........................................................Ruth Buddemeyer 

Ludwig, Virginia & Eric Muench, Carl & Jessie Krumsick,  

 Paul & Adelia Mittler ............................................................. Jim & Jackie Krafft 

M/M Albert Freie, Lenora Irvin, M/M Fred Koelkebeck,  

 George Koelkebeck ............................................................................ Laurie Freie 

Clifton W. Kerr & Kala M. Kerr ............................................................. Koren Kerr 

Delmar & Doris Speckhals, Dan & Welma Speckhals, Gus & 

 Ella Rettke, Barbara Speckhals............................Rick, Julie & Nick Frankenberg 

Frank & Bonnie Gardner................................................. Brenda Morman & Family 

Emil Wilmesherr, Zeiler & Dohrmann Family ...........................Harriet Wilmesherr 

Wilbert Horn ........................................................................................Annette Horn 

Loved Ones ................................................................Dutch & Delores Borcherding 

M/M Henry Kriete, Ralph Kriete, Robert Kriete &  

 Dennis Novak ..................................................................................... Jerry Novak 

Victor Clover, M/M A. D. Clover, M/M Julius Horn, 

 Tina Clover.......................................................................................Carrie Clover 

Evelyn R. Eggert ..................................Linda Filer, Jeff, Joddi & Maddison Govero 

Evelyn R. Eggert ..............................................................................Clarence Eggert 

Vic Clover ...................................................... Carl Clover & Rhonda Stockglausner 

Tina Clover ............................................................................................. Carl Clover 

Betty Buschman, Sarah Buschman ........................................ Linda & Larry Strode,  

  ..............................................Martha & Don Narup, Jean & Wayne Kleekamp 

Our Parents.............................................................................Hank & Sue Anderson 

Allen Buschmeyer.....................................................................Eleanor Buschmeyer 

Loved Ones .................................................................................Mary Janeal Mense 

Harry Nelgner .................................................................................. Marion Nelgner 

Les Mittler, M/M Paul Mittler........................................................... Bernice Mittler 

Arthur Dembeck...................................................................................... The Family 

Hilda Goebel, James C. & Anna Mealer ..................................Ralph & Ann Goebel 

James Wayne & Our Families............................................................Noreen Wayne 

Lester Gardner, Sr. ......................................... Gurthlen Gardner, Dennis Gardner &  

  .............................................................................................Lester Gardner, Jr. 

William C. & O’Linda Harty .......................................................... M/M Jack Harty 

All Loved Ones ....................................................................................Ruby Temme 

Delmar & Doris Speckhals........................................Rich, Donna & Ella Speckhals 

Loved Ones .......................................................................... M/M Vernon Lottmann 

O. Carroll Althage...........................................................................Dorothy Althage 

Betty Buschman ........................................................... Alan, Kim, Matthew & Alex 

W. R. & Margaret Williamson,  

 Charles & June Johns.........................................................Chuck & Linda Johns 
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When All Else Fails 
Your faith should not be in the wisdom 
of men but in the power of God.          
1 Corinthians 2:5 

Who hasn’t had this thought flash 
through their mind of Christmas Eve 
or the night before a child’s birthday:  
“When all else fails, read the direc-
tions”? It was bad enough when figur-
ing things out involved mostly nuts 
and bolts and a couple of simple tools.  
Nowadays, we have endless levels of 
digital commands to figure out when it 
comes to electronic gadgets.  It seems 
the more complicated things get, the 
more determined man becomes in his 
effort to figure it out by himself. 

And that holds true for our spiritual 
life as well.  The more difficult our 
circumstances, the more determined 
we are to figure it out on our own 
without having to call upon God.  
What we fail to realize is that such 
times are part of our training, that God 
allows us to get to the end of our abil-
ity just so we will learn to call upon 
Him.  That was certainly part of the 
original disciples’ training--like when 
they fished all night with no “luck” 
until they listened to Jesus’ advice and 
filled their boat with fish. 

If you are nearing the end of your 
rope, maybe it’s time to call upon the 
Lord.  There is great victory in realiz-
ing the limits of your own ability--and 
the limitlessness of His. 

One of the best ways to get back on 
your feet is to first get on your knees. 

Unknown 

Tax Tip                                           
If you are 70½ or older, for 2009 you can 
make a contribution to St. Peter’s UCC 
directly from your IRA.  This gives you the 
benefit of a charitable deduction 
WITHOUT increasing your taxable 
income.  As an added benefit, your 
contribution counts as part of your 
minimum required distribution from the 
IRA and the donation is not subject to the 
usual percent of donor income limitations 
or the reduction for itemized deductions by 
2% of AGI in excess of $150,000.  
Qualified distributions must be made 
directly to St. Peter’s UCC by the plan 
trustee.  Contact your plan trustee for 
information on how to initiate a transfer.           
(From St. John UCC Church Newsletter) 



Our Parents ......................................................................... Alvin & Marian Gerling 

Our loved ones ................................................................The Wendell Tyree Family 

Leo Dowil .........................Ervin, Barb & Laurie Ebker, Josh, Nancy & Caleb Pope 

Leo Dowil ............................................................................................ Wilma Dowil 

Bill Hausmann & Our Parents ......................................................Norma Hausmann 

Eldred & Vera Niemeyer .............................................. Children and Grandchildren 

My Mother, Polly Wiele, Berniece Wiele,  

 Wally & Ruth Wiele, Loved Ones..................................................Warren Wiele 

Our Parents & Brothers.................................................................Jim & Joan Heisel 

Connor Owens .................................................................. Lloyd & Darlene Kossina 

Edward G. Peters, M/M Wesley W. Miller................................... Violet May Peters 

Fritz Altemeyer & Emma Altemeyer,  

 Herman Kohne & Delores Berg .......................................................Hilda Kohne 

Elmer Gephardt........................................................................................His Family 

Earl Kempf....................................................................................... Florence Kempf 

Earl Appell......................................................................................Edward Menefee 

Nora Benz & Roy Meyer ............................................................ Ralph & Jean Benz 

Leo & Vernita Schneider ................................................ Wendell & Judy Schneider 

Our Loved Ones........................................................................Mag & Doris Graves 

Parents-John & Amanda Fleer ............................. Mildfred & Nelda Wesselschmidt 

Richard Kissinger ......................................................................... Ruth A. Kissinger 

Leo Dowil ..........................................................................The Roger Dowil Family 

Wilbur Lefmann ............................................................................. Marian Lefmann 

Clifton W. & Kala M. Kerr ....................................................................... Sibyl Kerr 

 GIVEN IN HONOR OF: GIVEN BY: 

Ervin & Edna Klemm ........................................................Klemm & Pehle Families 

POINSETTIAS HAVE BEEN GIVEN  

IN MEMORY OF:                          GIVEN BY: 

M/M William Wilke .........................................................The Wayne Wilke Family 

Stanley & Marjorie Wilke.................................................The Wayne Wilke Family 

Harvey & Julia Wilke .......................................................The Wayne Wilke Family 

Richard Nickerson ............................................................Ruth Nickerson & Family 

Sol Johnson.....................................................................................Dorothy Johnson 

Evelyn Eggert .........................................Leroy, Gloria, Andrew & Nicholas Eggert 

Alex Straatmann .....................................Leroy, Gloria, Andrew & Nicholas Eggert 

William C. Harty, Linda Harty ................................................ Melissa Duchatschek 

M/M Hugo Heckelmann .............................................. The Bruce Miller, Jr. Family 

George, Eleanor & Maurice Fitzpatrick......................................Paulette Fitzpatrick 

Mary Yager .........................................................................................Carolyn Yager 

Alfred Metz............................................................................... Carolyn Metz Yager 

Lorna Metz................................................................................ Carolyn Metz Yager 

Josh Scharfenberg .......................................................Nancy & David Scharfenberg 

Lydia & Dewey Clover.............................................................Bob & Betty Stuesse 

Victor Clover ............................................................................Bob & Betty Stuesse 

Lester Mittler ..............................................................................Jim & Jackie Krafft 

James & Vesta Krafft..................................................................Jim & Jackie Krafft 

Victor Clover ....................................................................................... Carrie Clover 

Leo Dowil ........................................................................ Dan & Jennifer Houchins 

Leo Dowil ...................................................................................... Donna Houchins 
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Why Go to Church? 
Why go to church?  If you are spiritu-
ally alive, you are going to love this!  
If you are spiritually dead, you won’t 
want to read it.  If you are spiritually 
curious, there is still hope! 

A church going person wrote a letter 
to the editor of a newspaper and com-
plained that it made no sense to go to 
church every Sunday.  “I’ve gone for 
30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that 
time I have heard something like 
3,000 sermons.  But for the life of 
me, I can’t remember a single one of 
them.  So, I think I’m wasting my 
time and the pastors are wasting 
theirs by giving sermons at all.” 

This started a real controversy in the 
’Letters to the Editor’ column, much 
to the delight of the editor.  It went 
on for weeks until someone wrote 
this clincher: 
“I’ve been married for 30 years now.  
In that time my wife has cooked 
some 32,000 meals.  But, for the life 
of me, I cannot recall the entire menu 
for a single one of those meals.  But I 
do know this...They all nourished me 
and gave me the strength I needed to 
do my work.  If my wife had not 
given me these meals, I would be 
physically dead today.  Likewise, if I 
had not gone to church for nourish-
ment, I would be spiritually dead 
today!” 

When you are DOWN to noth-
ing...God is UP to something!  Faith 
sees the invisible, believes the in-
credible and receives the impossible!  
Thank God for our physical AND our 
spiritual nourishment! 

When evil is knocking at your door, 
simply say, Jesus, could you get that 
for me? 

 Submitted 
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James Desmond ..............................................................................................Family 

Mary Desmond Flanagan................................................................................Family 

M/M Aug. Homeyer Sr. ..................................................................................Family 

Marjorie Wilke, Lorene Boland, Dorothy Jones, Eleanor Brown, 

 Earl Homeyer, Sr................................................................Brothers & Sisters 

Grandma Betty Buschman .........................................................................................  

  .................................. JoEllen & Olivia Strode, Josie & Luke Kleekamp 

Aunt Sarah Buschman................................................................................................  

  .................................. JoEllen & Olivia Strode, Josie & Luke Kleekamp 

Harry Nelgner ...................................................................................Marion Nelgner 

Loved Ones....................................................................... Jon & Barb Bauer Family 

Arnold & Marie Mueller, Father & Mother ............................................................... 

  ..........................................................................Clifford A. Mueller, Son 

David & Shirley Mueller, Brother & Sister ...............................................................  

  ....................................................................Clifford A. Mueller, Brother 

M/M Edwin Roewe..............................................................Melvin & Helen Roewe 

M/M Edwin Boone ..............................................................Melvin & Helen Roewe 

Bernard & Gertie Jett .............................................. Charlie & Janet Koch & Family 

Robert Giancola .........................................................................................................  

  ..............................Trent, Samantha, Jimmy, Tabatha & Robert Wacker 

James & Rose Cerutti.................................................................................................
  .................................................................................................................  

  ..............................Trent, Samantha, Jimmy, Tabatha & Robert Wacker 

Ronald & Robb Wacker.............................................................................................
   

  ..............................Trent, Samantha, Jimmy, Tabatha & Robert Wacker 

Herman Kohne.......................................................................................Hilda Kohne 

Herbert & Agnes Brehe ..........................................Their Children & Grandchildren 

Refurbished chairs for chancel area: 

In Honor of Our family, children and grandchildren and  

In Memory of John & Rena Koehne and Ann & Buck Sincox 

  .........................................Carole & Charles Sincox 

Thanks to all who contributed poinsettias or monetary gifts as  

memorials to loved ones. 
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Thank you to the following people for providing Special Music 
in December:  Vince Sanfilippo, Anne Ley, Patti Fleer, Maggie 
Noud, Cecil Blankenship, Hank Anderson, and Carolyn Slack. 

The tentative solo schedule for January is: 

January 4 Steve Hausmann 

January 11 Cecil Blankenship 

January 18 Hank Anderson 

January 25 Vince Sanfilippo 

Levere Barnett-Director of Music                                                     
Home Phone Email:   

Church Humor 
A father was approached by his small son 
who told him proudly, “I know what the 
Bible means!”  His father smiled and re-
plied, “What do you mean, you know 
what the Bible means?” The son replied, 
“I do know!” “Okay,” said his father. 
“What does the Bible mean?” “That’s 
easy, Daddy...” the young boy replied 
excitedly, “It stand for ‘Basic Information 
Before Leaving Earth.’” 

 

There was a very gracious lady who was 
mailing an old family Bible to her brother 
in another part of the country. “Is there 
anything breakable in here?” asked the 
postal clerk. “Only the Ten Command-
ments.” answered the lady. 

 

A minister parked his card in a no-parking 
zone in a large city because he was short 
on time and couldn’t find a space with a 
meter.  Then he put a note under the wind-
shield wiper that read: “I have circled the 
block ten times. If I don’t park here, I will 
miss my appointment. Forgive us our tres-
passes.”  When he returned, he found a 
citation from a police officer along with 
this note “I’ve circled this block for ten 
years.  If I don’t give you a ticket I will 
lose my job.  Lead us not into temptation.” 

 

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family 
caught up to an Amish carriage.  The 
owner of the carriage obviously had a 
sense of humor, because attached to the 
back of the carriage was a hand printed 
sign...”Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on 
oats and grass.  Caution: Do not step in 
exhaust.” 

 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson 
with a question, “Boys and girls, what do 
we know about God?”  A hand shot up in 
the air. “He is an artist!” said the kinder-
garten boy.  “Really? How do you know?” 
the teacher asked.  “You know - Our Fa-
ther, who does art in Heaven...” 

 

People want the front of the bus, the back 
of the church, and the center of attention. 

Submitted 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Offices closed 
New Year’s Day 

2 3 
5 pm worship 

4 
9 AM Adult Study  
10 AM Worship 
(No Sunday School) 
Aluminum Drive 
Food Pantry Drive 

5 
9 AM Retired Men 
6 PM AA 
6:30 Quilting 

6 
10:30 Staff Mtg 
7:30 Al Anon 

7 
Quilting 
10 AM Prayer   
Network  
6 PM Chapel Bells  
6:45 Vesper Bells  
7:30 Chancel Choir  
6 PM AA & Al Anon  

8 
10 AM Women’s  
Fellowship 
6 PM AA 
7 PM DBSA 

9 
 

10 
9-12 Scouts  
Committee Meeting  
5 pm worship 

11 
9 AM Adult Study  
10 AM Worship  
10 AM Sunday 
School  
11 AM Confirmation  

12 
3-8 Pizza Hut Night  
6 PM AA 
6:30 Jamaican 
Group 
6:30 Quilting 
6:30  Scout Den Mtg 
7 PM Bible       
Discovery 

13 
9:00 Annual reports 
due 
10:30 Staff Mtg 
5:30 mariners 
6:30 Council Plng 
7 All Board & Com-
mittee Meeting-Aud 
7:30 Al Anon 

14 
Quilting 
12 Bible Study on 
Mark’s Gospel  
begins 
6 PM Chapel Bells 
6:45 Vesper Bells 
7:30 Chancel Choir  
6 PM AA & Al 
Anon  

15 
10:30 Grandview 
Svc 
6 PM AA 
6:30 Journeymen 

16 
 

17 
5 pm worship 

18 
9 AM Adult Study 
10 AM Worship 
10 AM Sunday 
School  

19 
Offices closed for 
King Holiday 
 
6 PM AA 
6:30 Quilting 

20 
No Staff Mtg 
2:30 Cedar Crest 
Svc 
7 PM Church   
Council  
7:30 Al Anon 

21 
9:00 Messenger 
articles due 
Quilting 
12  Bible Study 
6 PM Chapel Bells 
6:45 Vesper Bells 
7:30 Chancel Choir  
6 PM AA & Al Anon  

22 
6 PM AA 
7 PM DBSA 
7 PM NAMI 
6:30 Journeymen  

23 
8PM-8AM Sat. 
Lock-In 

24 
5 pm worship  

25 
  9 AM Adult Study  
10 AM Worship  
10 AM Sunday 
School  
11 AM Confirmation  
Conference Youth 
Event packets due to 
Leah 

26 
6 PM AA 
6:30 Quilting 

27 
10:30 Staff 
7:30 Al Anon 
7 PM Intergenera-
tional Mission Trip 
Interest Meeting 

28 
Quilting 
12 Bible Study  
6 PM Chapel Bells  
6:45 Vesper Bells 
7:30 Chancel Choir  
6 PM AA & Al Anon  

29 
6 pm AA 

30 
7-9 scout set up for 
pinewood derby—
auditorium 

31 
8-4 pinewood 
derby—auditorium 
 
5 pm worship 
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Food Pantry News 
The Food Pantry shelves are full once again, thanks to many 
generous donations.  We have received food collections from 
Washington West Elementary School, Washington Physical 
Therapy, Wal-Mart, and the Missourian.  We also had many 
individuals and groups who made donations of money or 
food.  Thank you goes out to:  Mel & Betty Edwards, Joline 
Logan, Jim & Hazel Schaffner, Lee & Linda Miller, Dennis 
& Carol Arnold, Steve & Marilena Sherman, Doris & Cecil 
Blankenship, Levere & Kathryn Barnett, Marty & Molly 
Derner, Phil & Beatrice Butler, Men’s Retired Group, Crys-
tal Johns, Walter Hatcher, Frank & Pat Hartzell, Bruce Miller 
Sr., Donald & Carolyn Slack, Dot Johnson, Edgar & Doris 
Meyer, Chuck & Linda Johns, Mike Adamsey, Jackie 
Stendel, Mariners, and A.A. Group #749. 

A very special thank you goes to Cecil Blankenship who 
purchased a new, frost-free freezer for the pantry.  We now 
have twice as much freezer space when people donate frozen 
food.  The timing was perfect because Mark and Lisa Tobben 

donated 600 pounds of Frick’s ham.  It was wonderful to be 
able to hand out hams to families at Christmas time.  Thank 
you Mark and Lisa for your generous donation. 

From November 20 through December 20 we served 64 
families.  Many of them were new faces at the pantry. 

One last request.  We need volunteers to pick up day old 
bread from St. Louis Bread Company.  It needs to be picked 
up at 9:15 on Sunday mornings.  I am looking for someone  
to take one Sunday a month when they could pick up the 
bread.  If you can help, please call Judy Schneider at 239-
7081. 

Thank you for your support,                                                             
Judy Schneider 

  
   


