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I am writing this month from Camp 
Mo-Val, where I am directing a fourth 
through sixth grade camp.  The camp-
ers just finished their first night at camp 
and are all waking to this beautiful 
morning.  I am excited to have eight of 
our children and youth here with me, 
five in my camp and three in the junior 
high “Outback” camp.  St. Peter’s is 
blessed to have 22 campers attending 
church camp this summer!  We will 
feel this blessing as these children re-
turn with a better understanding in their 
hearts for what it means to live in 
Christian community, to live a Christ-
centered life, to appreciate God in the 
beautiful creation around us and to 
know that they are each created unique 
and wonderful.  These are the four 
goals of Outdoor Ministries in the Mis-
souri Mid-South Conference, and they 
do much to support the ministry of lo-
cal churches like St. Peter’s!   

   

Through and beyond the four goals of 
Camp Mo-Val, children and youth at 
Camp Mo-Val learn how to “be 
church.”  This is no easy task, for we 
live in a culture where we embrace the 
idea that we can each get things the 
way we like them, rather than learning 
to appreciate what we have.  We strive 
for the perfect house, the perfect job, 
the perfect relationships, the perfect 
church – installing, it seems, revolving 
doors in all areas of life so the door 
doesn’t hit our backsides on the way 
out.  “Have it your way” we hear over 
the airwaves – not just from the fast 
food restaurant with this popular slo-
gan, but from everything we learn and 
observe in others, and occasion-
ally…even from churches preaching 
things that Jesus did not preach, like (as 

Pastor Paul pointed out in a recent ser-
mon) a “God helps those who help 
themselves” prosperity gospel.   The 
Christian faith has the difficult battle of 
trying to teach us something different, 
and it can’t be done in just one or two 
hours a week, amidst a sea of hours in a 
week where culture plays the more in-
fluential role.   

 

Thank goodness for those occasional 
times in life when we can retreat for a 
day or a week, in order to go 
deeper…to learn to live out of our faith 
rather than just with our faith.  How 
does this happen?  Well, here in this 
incredible setting that I find myself 
writing, one way this happens is when 
the church camp experience says to a 
child, “God loves you, others love you, 
and it’s okay to love yourself.” The ex-
perience then shows the child that 
which God loves and to which God 
calls us:  love of other.  Similar experi-
ences from year to year – at church 
camp, in church, at youth group, in 
Sunday School, in Vacation Church 
School and on retreats -- help God’s 
love of other and of them to build and 
grow roots in the child.  The hesitant 
child grows into an empathetic teenager 
who knows herself/himself in God’s 
eyes (and hopefully, doesn’t need to 
find who he/she is in destructive ways).  
The empathetic teen becomes a giving, 
caring young adult. This young adult 
considers the future—wondering what 
the church means personally—then re-
members those years of camp and other 
immersion experiences where they 
made friends they didn’t expect, 
learned to embrace the beauty in people 
not like them, did the hard but God-
glorifying work of learning how to 
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St. Peter’s UCC Office 

Phone:  636-239-6176 

Fax:  636-239-7494 

Email:  
spuccwsh@yhti.net 

 

Pastor Koch 

Cell:   

Home:   

Email:   

 

Pastor Leah 

Cell:   

Email:  

 

 

Messenger and Website: 

Laura Placht 

Email:  
lplacht@fidnet.com 

Website: 

stpeters-washington.org 

 

Worship 

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

 



Over 50's Camp at Camp Mo-Val: 

Thoughts from a Camper 

By Syble L. Self, St. John U.C.C., St. Charles 

 "Last October, a beautiful flame red maple tree was planted near the Fireside Lodge at Camp 
Mo-Val.  It was a special gift from the Over 50's Campers to honor the Rev. Carleton and Marilyn Nor-
ton for their many years of faithful service to Camp Mo-Val, particularly the last fifteen years of spon-
soring the 50+ Camp… 

  Each September, Carl and Marilyn arrive with plans for everyone to have a worthwhile and en-
joyable camping experience, beginning with Sunday evening introductions and lasting through the wor-
ship service with communion on the last day.  Key elements are the morning Bible study and evening 
vespers led by Carl, and the programs that follow.  Marilyn schedules an amazing variety of interesting 
programs, always including the delightful musical trio from St. Martin's U.C.C. in Dittmer.  Of course 
there are crafts and Bingo in the afternoon, plus a hayride, but there is much free time for other activities 
of your choice:  games, puzzles, movies, reading, taking walks, or just sitting outside to enjoy the beauty 
of the lake.  Another high point is mealtime, a time of fellowship with each other, and the friendly camp 
staff, Bill, Shirley, and the cooks.  We share news, readings, and laughter while enjoying the good food. 

 Most campers in this group are in the 60-90 age range.  They appreciate time spent with mem-
bers of other churches, and also the slower pace of Church Camp in a forest setting. 

 If you think you might like to attend the Over 50's Camp, now is the time to put a note on the 
calendar – September 13-17, 2009." 

 

 Pastor Leah's Note:  Now is also the time to register!  Registration forms can be found in the Camp 
Mo-Val packets available on the youth and children's bulletin board in the Market Street hallway.  If 
you would like more information, I would be glad to talk to you about this great camp or put you in con-
tact with Rev. Carl and Marilyn Norton.    
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cooperatively work together, and grew all the 
closer to God and other Christians for it.  And 
rather than saying, “I’ll have it my way” (while 
they church shop for the perfect congregation 
they’ll never find) they say, “Yes. These are God’s 
people – all imperfect, different, but incredibly 
loved by God – and together, we are my church!”      

Each week this summer, as you see the names of 
youth and children going and returning from Camp 
Mo-Val in the church bulletin, please think about 
them and keep them in your prayers.  God is doing 
incredible things with your younger church family 
members!  If you would like to help the children 
and youth going to camp this summer to know 
even further what it means to “be church,” please 
consider writing to them during their camp ses-

sion.  Send mail to their name, c/o Camp Mo-Val, 
2659 Camp Moval Rd.  Union, MO  63084.  
Thank you!  And may God’s blessings abound!   

Note:  There is no blue youth page this month.  
The main youth and children’s activities happen-
ing in July are sessions at Camp Mo-Val and Va-
cation Bible School, covered on the front page of 
the newsletter.  Youth group for grades 7-12 will 
continue; we will meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
of July, from 6:30-8:00 PM.  Come join us!   



We are so blessed at St. Peter’s to be in partnership 
with (and close proximity to) Eden Theological 
Seminary.  As many of you know, Eden was found 
just across the River in 1850 at what is now the Em-
maus West campus at Marthasville.  Some of the 
original seminary buildings still stand.  Your pastors 
are products of Eden (Leah ‘07 and yours truly ‘93 & 
‘07).  Eden’s faculty are generous in coming to St. 
Peter’s to enrich us and engage us in theological edu-
cation. Dr. Stephen Patterson came last fall for a pro-
gram on First Century Christianity and Dr. John 
Riggs came this spring for a program on The Lord’s 
Supper. 

We are happy to announce that Eden’s president, Dr. 
David Greenhaw, will be preaching at our church on 
Sunday, September 13 and be leading a “Worship 
Workshop” following the service.  (The Stewardship 
Board will be sponsoring a light sandwich potluck 
lunch after church open to all.)   The Worship Work-
shop will be an important event as Dr. Greenhaw 
will help us explore the proud worship heritage at St. 
Peter’s and how this heritage can inform and address 
what people (you and those searching for a church 
home) are seeking in worship today.  More impor-
tantly, he’ll present how worship biblically, histori-
cally, and theologically honors God – who is the in-
tended audience and focus for worship.  Practical 
encouragement on ways we worship through hym-
nody, artistic themes, visuals, drama, multimedia, 
and lay participation will be addressed.  It is hoped 
that all who are curious about worship practices and 
would like to help Leah and me plan for Saturday, 
Sunday, and special seasonal worship will be pre-
sent. 

Another way we are blessed by Eden is by receiving 
ministry interns.  Our previous intern, Beth Cherney, 
is a wonderful example on how we helped and wit-

nessed a future minister of the Gospel blossom 
through her contribution to life at a church.  Because 
of Beth’s recommendation, we were introduced to 
our next intern.  She is Debbie Douglas of Cross-
ville, Tennessee.  As she described herself: I am a 
second year "third career" student at Eden having 
been a full-time mother for 20+ years and then di-
rector of marketing, P.R., and development at Up-
lands Retirement Village, a UCC affiliated retire-
ment community, for four years before entering semi-
nary.  During the years that my primary job was as a 
mother I worked part-time in a variety of jobs which 
included retail, bookkeeping, and free-lance writing.  
I just celebrated my 54th birthday.  It was while 
working at Uplands that I began to feel a call to min-
istry.  The support of that incredible community and 
the UCC church there has led me to this new adven-
ture.  And it has been an adventure. 

In our conversation with Debbie, we discerned a 
pleasant quality, interest, and skill-set that matches 
our ministry at St. Peter’s.  Her goals are consistent 
with what we offer as a contextual education place-
ment.  Debbie could be available to assist in Sunday 
worship, Sunday school, confirmation, a new-
member class, pastoral care, and youth ministry. 

This certainly has been a busy summer and, as I 
write this, it is technically still spring.  Perhaps this is 
why I loved the discovery of this prayer by John Ir-
ving to say at the close of the day.  It is called 
“Edna’s Prayer.”                                                                
      "Oh Lord, support us all the day 

long until the shadows lengthen and 

the evening comes, and the busy world 

is hushed, and the fever of life is 

over, and our work is done." 
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People from UCC churches across 
our "south of the river" area gath-
ered at Bethany UCC in Berger for 
a delightful evening on June 
19.  Missionaries gave brief talks 
and shared ways for everyone to 

get involved in inspiring work 
near and far.  The Emmaus Bell 
Choir performed as well as a pup-
pet team and singers from 
Frieden's UCC in New Melle.  De-
licious homemade ice cream, pies, 

and cookies provided for a won-
derful intermission.  Pastor Paul 
would like to thank Bernice Stock-
glausner, Rev. Kristy May, and 
John Rinne who represented St. 
Peter's with him.�



�

· The on-going mailed envelopes noted as 
"building and atrium fund" remain for contri-
butions that go toward our monthly mortgage 
payments for the Atrium.  These donations are 
vital as we still are obligated to make our 
monthly payments of $7,435.48.  All the 
money received in these payments go toward 
the atrium; building maintenance, and im-
provements are paid with operational 
funds.  The council has decided to keep two 
month's reserve of these funds based on current 
giving levels.  If more money is received than 
needed, the excess from this fund will be used 
to help pay on the principal for debt reduction. 
 

· Please use the "homemade" white envelope 
that is included with your newsletter for mak-

ing payments to be used entirely for debt-
reduction.  These over-and-above contributions 
reflect your pledged commitments in our "Let 
the Light Shine Through"  campaign.  These 
funds will be paid on the atrium debt princi-
pal.  More envelopes are available in the 
atrium, narthex, and in the church office.  Take 
as many as you need! 
 

· A letter will be mailed to all persons who were 
unable to be present at the Pentecost Commit-
ment Sunday enabling you to return a pledge 
card for our "grand campaign pledge total." 
 
Thank you for your faithfulness!!!                                                                                              
Pastor Paul 
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· Habitat for Humanity homes, currently being 

built in Sullivan, are in need of furniture that is 
in excellent condition.  Contact Karen Dawson 
with questions/donations. 

· We need help from the congregation to put to-
gether Youth Hygiene Packs for the Festival of 
Sharing.  We need the following for each pack. 
Please donate what you can in the box next to 
the office at church. 

1. 3 oz bottle hand sanitizer 

2. 1 wash cloth 

3. 1 travel size toothpaste 

4. 1 travel size hair gel/hair spray (non-aerosol) 

5. 1 travel size lotion 

6. 1 pocket pack of tissue 

7. 1 box of mediate facial cleansing pads (such as 
Stridex) 

8. 1 men’s body spray or 1 small package of  

feminine pads or tampons 

9. 3 ink pens 

10. 1 journal 

11. 1 chap stick 

12. 1 fleece throw 

13. 1 deodorant 

14. 1 toothbrush 

· Save the Date!:  The Annual Plowsharing Crafts 
Sale will be held November 14th and 15th. 

 

Submitted by,                                                                
Alison Francis 
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ 
Council Minutes 

May 19, 2009 
 
Members Present:  Mel Roewe,  Joline Logan, Rhonda Stockglausner, Koren Kerr, Ed Menefee, Joyce 
Schatz, Chad Briggs, Brenda Morman, Pastor Paul, and Pastor Leah. 
Absent but excused: Charlie Sincox, Lisa Tobben, Marge Jones, Julie Frankenberg 
 
Call to Order:  Ed Menefee 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Paul 
Presentation:  Karen Watson and Rhonda Stockglausner, each members of the Eastern Association’s 
Committee on Ministry, gave a presentation on the work of the Eastern Association. 
Secretary’s Report:  approved  
Treasurer’s Report:   There are three certificates (C.D.s) that mature in June and need to be reinvested.  
Koren made the motion to leave them to Julie’s discretion as she seeks the best rates with banks and the 
UCC investment foundation.  Chad seconded the motion and the motion passed. (05/09/1)  
Senior Pastor’s Report: attached to original 
Associate Pastor’s Report: attached to original 
Correspondence: None 
Old Business:   
· Pastor Emeritus Committee:  Roger Fleer is chairing the committee and Rhonda Stockglausner will 

work with Ruth Wood and Diane Schwab to write Rev. Schwab’s biography. 
· Capital Campaign:  Council members were given advance pledge cards and lists of congregation mem-

bers to be called and invited to celebration Sunday.  Jon Bauer, campaign chairman, told the council it 
is yet to be determined how/when follow up statements will be sent out to the congregation to keep 
people on target with their giving.  He also said the congregation should be reminded that they may 
make a pledge of a gift in honor of someone during the holiday season. 

· Bike and Build:  A potluck dinner will be served at church for members of Bike and Build on Friday, 
June 12.  Dinner will be at 5:30 with a program on bike safety and inspections following.  A bike trail 
ride on the Riverfront Trail will end the evening.  Breakfast will be provided on Saturday morning for 
Bike and Build group members before they depart. 

· Worship Workshop:  Church members are invited to participate in the workshop which will be in Au-
gust or September.  Dr. Greenhaw from Eden has been invited to be a facilitator at the workshop. 

· Constitutional Review Workshop:  Workshops will be held for council members in the atrium meeting 
room at 5:30 on Wednesday, June 3 and Wednesday, June 10.   

· Confirmands and Communion:  Next year’s confirmands will be trained to serve communion a month 
before Easter and will serve communion on Easter.  Confirmands will also be asked to serve as ushers 
periodically. 

 

New Business:  

· Youth Trip to K.C.: Pastor Leah is putting together a youth trip to Kansas City on June 5-6, 2009.  It 
will involve one day of mission work, and a day at Worlds of Fun.  They will stay both nights at Bethel 
United Church of Christ. 

· Pastor’s request for Vacation Time:  Pastor Paul will be on vacation July 4-19.  Pastor Leah will be on 
vacation August 1-15.   
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· Food Pantry Request: Judy Schneider would like the blessing of the council to apply for a $5000 
grant from United Way for the food pantry.  Chad Briggs made the motion to allow Judy to get a tax I.D. 
number for the food pantry, to write the grant and to keep accounting records of monies in the account.  
Mel R. seconded it and the motion passed. (05/09/2)  

· Council Minutes: Ed requested the council minutes be published in the next newsletter. 

Boards and Committees: 
· Building and Grounds:  The church foundation along Market Street appears to be bulging.  Bids will 

be sought to get it fixed. The electrical room needs a dehumidifier—cost is $250. Mel R. made the 
motion to allow Building and Grounds to purchase two dehumidifiers from the Undesignated Wills 
Fund.  Rhonda seconded it and the motion passed.  (05/09/3)  A portable sign has been made to place 
in the parking lot across from the church at Market and Fifth Streets.  The cost was $100. 

· Christian Education:  Volunteers are needed for Vacation Bible School. 
· Social Concerns:  They are collecting money for Habitat for Humanity.  They gave $500 to the 

Church and Ministry Committee to help with the cost of welcome packets. 
 
Joline L. made the motion to adjourn.  Mel R. seconded it.  The motion passed and the meeting end with 

the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Morman 
Council Secretary 
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Members in attendance were Jeff Francis, Bill Howard, Jack Harty, Alex Oscody, Wendell Schneider, and 
Bryon Stolte, Sexton. 

The meeting was called order with the previous months’ minutes and treasurer’s reports being read and 
approved. 

Old Business:  

· Bill made a motion to double check on the interest checks that are being paid into the perpetual care 
CD’s and make sure that the amounts are accurate on the financial statement.  Jack seconded and the 
motion passed.   

·  Need to find out how much Vince Sanfilippo is charging for the spraying of the moles. 

New Business:  

· Roberta J. Schweisguth gave back to the board 2 grave plots with the original deed dated 2/18/1933.  
A thank you note was sent for her generosity. 

· Going to put a note to the congregation to please let Wendell Schneider know if the flagpole lights are 
not on at night so the cemetery board can keep it looking nice.   

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be held in 
July. 

 Respectively submitted,  

Jeff Francis, Secretary   
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Quarterly Minders 

Communion is served the first weekend of each month. 

The first weekend of the month is the food pantry collection. 

The first weekend of the month is the aluminum can collection. 

The MPS Box is in the parking lot. 

Pizza Hut Night is the second Monday of each month from 3-8 p.m. (pick up a coupon in the atrium) 

Schnucks escrip cards  - pick up a registration form in the atrium, fill it out and turn it in to the church     
office. 

Sign up for altar flowers and /or bulletins in the Market Street hallway. 

John Pils’ prints of St. Peter’s Church are available for purchase in the church office. 

If you are hospitalized and want the church office to know, please call 239-6176. 



The summer months are usually busy at the food 
pantry.  Our volunteers work hard to buy food, stock 
shelves, fill boxes, and disperse food to clients.  We 
served 68 families in May.                                       
We would not be able to meet the needs of our cli-
ents without the many generous donations we re-
ceive.  We would like to thank the following for their 
donations in May:  Citizen’s Bank, National City 

Bank, Mel and Betty Edwards, Joline Logan, Doris 
and Al Judy, United Way, Jim and Ruth Conrad, Dot 
Johnson, Edgar and Doris Meyer, Stephen and Lois 
Potochny, Dr. Walde and Staff, Jonathan Glover, and 
the Villa Ridge Disciples of Christ Church.             
Thank you for your continued support.                   
Submitted by,                                                                                        
Judy Schneider 

The Prayer Network will meet on July 1 at 10 a.m. 

All are welcome both to join our Prayer Network as a caller and also to call the church office, Norma, or 
Dorothy with any prayer concerns or requests for yourself or others. 

For more information, please call Norma Hausmann or Dorothy Althage. 

A Thought:  Praying is an act of surrendering, of turning things over to God. 

Submitted by,                                                                                                                                                          
Dorothy Althage 
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A trip is planned for July 18 to go to the Meramec 
Theater in Steelville.  The show will be a Country 
Variety Show.  Tickets are $16, payable at the door, 
please have the correct amount with you.  Men are 
also invited and we will car pool from the church. 
We will leave at 12:30 p.m. for a 2 p.m. perform-
ance.  A stop will be made on the way home for din-

ner.  Please call Florence Kempf  to reserve tickets 
and let her know if you would be willing to drive. 

The next breakfast at Cowan’s will be July 13th. 

Submitted by,                                                                  
Mary Jo Stoyer                                                                  

� ��� �!� � � �� � ��� � �� � � �� � � 
 � �� �

� � ��� � �
 � � ���& � �

Thank you to the following people for providing Special Music in June:                     
Maggie Noud, June Wilson, Cecil Blankenship, Richard, Rosemary, Ann 
Hirschl, and Vince Sanfilippo.  

The tentative solo schedule for July is: 

July 5  Carolyn Slack 

July 12  Noelle Kellermann 

July 19  Eric Blankenship 

July 26  Cecil Blankenship 

Levere Barnett-Director of Music                                                                            

Fair Float 

If anyone is interested 
in helping to build a 
float for the fair pa-
rade, please contact 
Susan Harms, or sign 
up in the church of-
fice. A meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, July 
7 at 6 p.m.  

Susan Harms 



The only BIG news we have this month is, Joan finally made it home from the 
hospital; even though she said she was going to stay there because the food was 
so good.  AND Bea Hays, one of our quilters, joined St. Peter’s UCC on Thurs-
day, June 18th.  WELCOME BEA! 

We do have a small, lap sized, embroidered baby quilt for sale. 

Submitted by,                                                                                                              
Judy Eickmeyer and the Quilters 

Enclosed with this newsletter is your offering envelope for the Spread the Love, 
Strengthen the Church, Special Mission Offering.  This special mission offering 
of the United Church of Christ supports programs by: 

· Funding new church starts and invigorating existing congregations 

· Nurturing lay and pastoral leadership 

· Building youth and young adult ministries 

· Supporting the God is Stillspeaking Ministry and its extravagant welcome for 
all within the United Church of Christ 

Your generosity today ensures our vibrancy tomorrow. 

God is Still Speaking    
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Thanks to Dottie 
Brinker and her team of 
planters and pruners!  
The efforts produce 
lovely results! 

Carole Sincox 

Dear St. Peter’s Church,  
Thank you for opening 
your doors to us and 
providing us with won-
derful accommodations 
and delicious food.  
Your generosity is key 
to our success and we 
appreciate every bit of 
it.  Thank you for your 
open ears, warm hearts, 
and boundless hospital-
ity. 

Bike and Build 

Thanks to Dave 

for the great R&R job 
on the south entry!  
WOW! It was a huge 
and tall undertaking.  
I’m sure everyone ap-
preciates your talents as 
much as Charlie and I!   

Carole Jeanne Sincox 
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Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ... 

Ephesians 4:15 

Summertime is camp time for youth and young adults.  Many churches encourage and enable their youth 
to attend a summer church camp for a week or more.  A very unique camp is supported by Global Minis-
tries’ partner Middle East, The Forum for Development, Culture, and Dialogue (FDCD). “Bringing 
Youth Together for Peace” is the title for this year’s international work and study camp offered by the 
FDCD and the Arab Group for Muslim-Christian Dialogue.  The campers who are chosen to attend will 
spend five days in early July in Saydnaya, Syria, then five days in Dhour Chweir, Lebanon. 

The work camp is part of an ongoing program motivated by the conviction that interaction transforms 
relationships.  Young adults ages 23-33 from different countries, religions, and backgrounds live together 
in an isolated setting.  They work on the process of dialogue and understanding through workshops, lec-
tures, exercises, and field visits with religious leaders and organizations.  There are intercultural evenings 
and sightseeing trips as well as a week-long building project.  The participants are exposed to positive 
alternatives and ways of dealing with their problems and with others in a peaceful manner. 

Each year the experience of cooperation and communication gives participants an opportunity to become 
catalysts of transforming relations.  Deep, respectful dialogue translates into action, building community, 
and collaboration.  That leads to the peaceful transformation of conflict at many levels - and hope for the 
future of our world! 

We pray for the young adults who will live and learn together at camp, that we may all strive to learn and 
understand each other. 
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