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Summer Sunday School begins May 30, volunteers are needed to teach and assist!  The sign-up 
poster is located in the atrium.  If you can help out with one or more by teaching one of the 
sessions, please sign your name and phone number on the list provided.  For non-musical practice 
Sundays, you may pick up your curriculum in the church office the week before the Sunday you 
have signed up to teach.  Thank you. 

Barb Bauer                                                                                                                                               
Board of Christian Education 
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The Stewardship Committee is sponsoring a breakfast to benefit the Atrium Fund.  The breakfast 
is June 12, 2010 at Miller’s Grill.  The menu is French toast, scrambled eggs, bacon, coffee, 
juice, and milk.  Tickets can be purchased from any of the following: Cecil Blankenship, Tom 
Hogan, Phil Butler, Kaye Nurnberger, Joyce Sanfilippo, or the church office.  Get your tickets 
early for $5 or at the door for $6.   

Help will be needed for cooking and serving.  Contact Kaye Nurnberger at 636-239-2270 to 
assist with breakfast. 
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Dear God,                                                                                                                                                   
With grateful heart, I pray your blessing of strength to be a United Church of Christ Stillspeaking 
Voice. Today’s world is filled with those who need to hear a still-speaking word of life and love.                        
Guide my steps, God, to reach friend and stranger with your extravagant welcome. Open my ears 
to hear your voice; open my eyes to see you in all your beloved children; and anoint my lips to 
speak your love and grace.  In Christ’s name I pray. Amen                                                                                                                      

Submitted by,  Pastor Paul                                                                                                                                         
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Summer is here, and Vacation Bible School is just around the corner!  St. Peter’s Vacation Bible 
School will be held July 18-22, and our theme this year is “Galactic Blast”.  All children ages 
three to those entering sixth grade are welcome.  Anyone interested in helping out, please contact 
Barb Bauer at 239-0583.  The registration form and additional information will be provided in the 
July newsletter. 

Barb Bauer 

 



I have been at St. Peter’s for two and a half years now – a solid 
length by some accounts and by others, it’s just getting out of 
the starting blocks.  (For Rev. Bilinski, it’s 1½ years.)  The 
moment for laying a concrete vision cornerstone for our future 
ministry together falls between these time thresholds - between 
the here and not-yet.  Both congregation and pastors need   
ample opportunity to get comfortable with each other and to 
share histories and cultural identities.  In the same regard, 
mileposts need to be marked early on to help in navigating the 
journey together.  What joy and blessing occurs when minis-
ters and congregation reach the level of trust and mutual in-
vestment to move toward sustainable innovation and growth. 

Our recent workshop on Being a Spiritually-Engaged Congre-
gation led us in setting goals to guide our growth, mission and 
faithfulness as a church.  Our facilitator, Jonathan Jones, a 
professional organizational consultant, member of St. John’s 
UCC in Chesterfield and coordinator of the Missouri Mid-
South Conference Men’s Retreat, guided St. Peter’s in affirm-
ing our core values and using them to help our individuals and 
families be more engaged in their faith.  This, in turn will 
shape our corporate family in the church.  

Using research findings from The Gallup Organization, he laid 
out key indicators for our spiritual navigation for us as individ-
ual Christians and our union, called church.  Some of these 
include:  

 

�  Relevant Outcomes to Spiritual Health – do you live 
faith through life satisfaction, serving, inviting and 
giving?  

�  Spiritually Committed Attitudes – do you combine 
faith in life, meaning and purpose, inner peace, and 
spiritual commitment? 

�  Spiritually Committed Behaviors – do you engage in 
worship and daily prayer, forgiveness, developing 
given strengths, taking unpopular stands to defend 
one’s faith, speaking words of kindness to those in 
need of encouragement? 

�  Twelve Items of Engagement for disciples in a church 
– and more! 

Thanks to all who attended and are helping to lead us to spiri-
tual engagement.  We’ve just begun! 

Grace and Peace,                                                                              
Paul Koch 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2010 Confirmed; new plans underway 
for the next class. 
Congratulations to the Confirmation Class of 2010 who af-
firmed their baptism and became members of the church on 
Pentecost Sunday.  All seven of our confirmands have begun 
an incredible journey for their faith development.  We look 
forward to their continued discipleship at St. Peter’s.       

                                                                                                         
Welcome to:  Carl Matthew Bauer, son of Jon & Barb Bauer.  
Jon Bauer, mentor 

Leonard Edward Hackett, son of Steven & Genise Hackett.  
Rev. Leah Bilinski and Judith Eickmeyer, mentors 

Logan Donald Holdmeyer, son of Paul & Cindy Holdmeyer.  
Cindy Holdmeyer, mentor 

Lucas James Meyer, son of Doug & Barb Meyer.  Ron Kruse, 
mentor 

Nicholas William Kackley, son of Jacque Bockting.  Rev. Paul 
Koch and Deb Douglas, mentors 

Madeline Ann Menefee, daughter of Ed & Pam Menefee.  Ed 
Menefee, mentor 

Emilie Marie Overschmidt, daughter of Clarence & Diane 
Overschmidt.  Monica Brinkmann, mentor. 

Through observation of the past three confirmation classes, 
discussions with parents of upcoming confirmands, knowledge 
of other confirmation programs, evaluation and support by 
BCE, we have decided to expand confirmation class to a two-
year program.  This will help us to better attend to the develop-
mental needs of 12-14 year olds, while enabling confirmands 
to assimilate easier in a faith-group setting, be better prepared 
in the Bible, and achieve a greater ability to integrate life, the-
ology, and knowledge into developing a personal relationship 
with Christ as lived out in the church. The structure will look 
like this: 

Year one for 7th graders: Mandatory participation in a new 
middle school-age Sunday school class and youth group.  The 
Sunday school class will focus heavily on Bible instruction 
and basic theological beliefs.  Youth group will introduce im-
portant community and mission foci.  We will have quarterly 
confirmation class gatherings to take the pulse on the confir-
mands’ progress.  Year two for 8th graders: Students are still 
required to participate in middle school Sunday school and 
youth group.  After-church confirmation studies, as held this 
year with mentors will be added, though less numerous, and 
focus heavily on theology, religious identity, and discipleship.  
Of course, new Middle School age teachers and youth 
group sponsors are needed!  Please call Rev. Bilinski to 
learn more about sharing your gifts. 
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Colorvision Coming to Adult VBS.�
It’s show time for all adults and youth!  Start popping the corn 
and mark your calendar for a four-part film series and discussion 
when our youth and adult option for Vacation Bible School 
takes place four consecutive evenings, July 19-22.  Pastor Paul 
will show two films, one popular and one ‘special audiences’ 
that each deals with modern Southern families who look beyond 
barriers of skin.  

The first is The Blind Side starring this year’s Academy Award 
winner, Sandra Bullock.  It is a wonderful “feel good movie” 
that touches on many serious themes about race, privilege, sports 
and faith.  The second film is Constellation, a film that Dr. Koch 
used to lead large religious forum discussions involving race and 
family in Huntsville, Montgomery and Birmingham, Alabama.  
He worked with the film’s director, producer, writer, some of the 
stars, and notable civil rights leaders.  Constellation was filmed 
in Paul’s former home of Huntsville, set in the 1950’s and mod-
ern day.  It stars Billy Dee Williams (Star Wars V & VI, Brian’s 
Song), Zoe Saldana (Avatar, Star Trek), Leslie Ann Warren 

(Cinderella, Victor/Victoria), Gabrielle Union, Hill Harper 
(CSI:NY) & Rae Dawn Chong (The Color Purple). 

Good News Column (In case you missed it) 

Praise God for Ministry in May! 

· Seven young people affirmed their faith and joined the 
church 

· Hundreds of ladies filled the auditorium for a delightful 
lunch and program to raise more than $1,500 for debt reduction. 

· 20 campers registered and are planning to head to Mo-Val 
this summer. 

· Children catch the Pentecost winds in a fun-filled kite flying 
adventure. 

· We “graduated” another brilliant Eden student minister. 

· Several St. Peter’s folks gather for National Day of Prayer 
with Rev. Koch at the Riverfront. 
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Building and Grounds Board � � ������� �
Building and Grounds Board met May 11, 2010 at 6 PM. 

Members in attendance were:  Jim Schaffner, Koren Kerr - 
Council Representative, Don Steibel, Mike Brinkmann, Fred 
Hodgson and Nancy Burke.  

New Business 

�  Jim will contact Kirk Kriete regarding seeking help with 
placement of a different retaining wall on the North parking 
lot. 

�  Koren reported the Council would like the Board to seek 
information regarding better and possibly additional lighting in 
the front of church in the Altar and choir areas. 

Old Business 

�  The sidewalk in front of church needs new crack sealant.  
When weather permits David will clean out the old sealant and 
debris and fill with new sealant. 

�  Also when weather permits, David will power wash the   
foundation where it has been plastered and paint. 

�  Market Street (between Jefferson and Fifth) is on the 
city’s schedule to be sealed.  The city has agreed to patch holes 
in the alley on the West side of the building at that time. 

�  At our last meeting, Jim brought up whether it may be 
feasible for the church to borrow money for various building 
maintenance/repair projects from the Cemetery Board when 
needed.  The Cemetery Board would receive interest at or 
slightly above the current rate being paid to them from finan-
cial institutions.  Koren discussed this with the Council at their 
last meeting and the general consensus was that it would not be 
feasible. 

�  We have received one tuck-pointing bid and expect to 
receive approximately two or three more.  We will have a short 
meeting next month to review other bids received by that date. 

Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting:  June 8, 2010 at 6PM 

Respectfully submitted,                                                             
Nancy Burke 

 

Cemetery Board Minutes 
The Cemetery Board met on May 4, 2010. Those members in 
attendance were: Jack Harty, Alvin Gerling, Alex Ocsody, 
Hank Anderson, Bill Howard, Mike Carey, Byron Stolte -  
Sexton, and Melvin Roewe - Council Representative. 

The previous month’s minutes and treasurer’s reports were 
read and approved. 

Old Business 

The gutter on the small tractor shed has been repaired. Byron 

has looked at doors for the committal building, the board will 
choose between wood and metal on June 8.  Also on June 8, 
the board will discuss the best method of repairing the main 
driveways. 

New Business 

Byron needs some reinforcing rod for marking graves in the 
old part of the cemetery.  There was a motion that passed to 
purchase the rods.   

The next meeting is set for June 8 at 6:30. 

Respectively submitted,                                                                        
Bill Howard 

 

Quilting News 
The quilters have a nice library of books that we will loan out 
to our church members.  There are quite a few on how to make 
quilt blocks and several with quilting patterns.  Come by and 
see them. 

We only have one more charity quilt to finish for this year.  
Hope you all understand why our list is so long.  We haven’t 
been having a lot of quilters lately. 

Quote for the month: The happiness of your life depends on 
the quality of your thoughts.                                                           
Unknown 

Submitted by,                                                                                   
Judy Eickmeyer and the Quilters 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
The June meeting is on the 10th at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 
the Grand Avenue pavilion.  Breakfast and juice will be pro-
vided.  Bring your own coffee and a lawn chair if you prefer. 
Bingo will be played so bring a  new $3 prize.  (In case of in-
clement weather, we will meet at the church.) 

The Women’s Breakfast at Cowan’s is at 9 a.m. on June 14. 

We are going to lunch at Holstein on June 24. We will carpool 
from the church, leaving promptly at 10:45. 

We will serve lunches at estate sales for church members only. 

Collection of medicine bottles for Haiti will be discontinued 
for the present. 

Submitted by,                                                                                 
Mary Jo Stoyer 
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Prayer Network 
The Prayer Network will meet on June 2 at 10 a.m. 

All are welcome both to join our Prayer Network as a caller 
and also to call the church office, Mary, or Dorothy with any 
prayer concerns or requests for yourself or others. 

For more information, please call Mary Mittler at 239-6362 or 
Dorothy Althage at 239-3574. 

A Thought:                                                                            
Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday. 

Submitted by,                                                                                     
Dorothy Althage 

 

Musical Notes 
Thank you to the following people for providing Special Mu-
sic in May:  Maggie Noud, Leah Bilinski, and Vince San-
filippo. 

The tentative schedule for June is: 

June 6 Cecil Blankenship 

June 13 Hank Anderson 

June 20 Patti Fleer 

June 27 Carolyn Slack 

Levere Barnett,                                                                                     
Director of Music 

 

Financial Report as of 4-30-10  

Atrium Fund 
First Bank Loan Balance   $932,287.87 

Monthly Payment         7,435.48 

Promissory Notes Balance         7,000.00 

Rott Foundation Loan Balance      48,723.34 

Quarterly Payment         4,204.69 

 

Fair Volunteers Needed 
St. Peter’s church is looking for 30 volunteers to staff a souve-
nir booth at the Washington Town & Country Fair which will 
be held August 4-8.  Please contact Pat Hartzell at 390-8775 if 
you can help or would like more information.  Proceeds go to 
the atrium debt retirement. 
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The Ladies’ Spring Luncheon at St. Peter’s on Saturday, May 
8th, was a very successful fund raiser for our Atrium Fund. 

The auditorium was filled with twenty tables individually 
decorated by our ladies.  The delicious lunch was prepared by 
a private caterer and served to our guests by men from the 
church.  Beautiful musical selections were given and an inter-
esting vintage style show was presented. 

All of this was made possible by the cooperation of many 
church members.  They were very enthusiastic and ambitious, 
with creative ideas and a willingness to help in many ways. 

Thanks to the following people: Sue Anderson, Carrol Oc-
sody, Marion Nelgner, Sibyl Kerr, Frankie Jo Hogan, Barb 
Schroepfer, Doris Blankenship, Dorothy Althage, Marion 

Hodgson, Dottie Brinker, Crystal Johns, Joline Logan, Ruth 
Wood, Carole Sincox, Cheryl Coleman, Barb Schwentker, 
Pat Hartzell, Barb Bauer, Karen Dawson, Linda Patterson, 
Linda Sentivany, Kelly Wood, Carol Hackmann, Nancy 
Wood,  Cecil Blankenship, David Butler, Tom Hogan, Phil 
Butler, Carl Clover, Hank Anderson, Russel Sherman, Roger 
Fleer, Vince Sanfilippo, Frank Wood, Dan Nurnberger, Den-
nis Borgman, Jim Gephardt, Ann Hirschl, Aidan Ip, Rose-
mary Hirschl, Alex Ocsody, Rev. Leah Bilinski, Rev. Paul 
Koch, and Delores Borcherding. 

All these “movers and shakers” are to be commended for a 
job well done on this first-time adventure. 

The Atrium Fund gained $1,515.08. 
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Be a part of the Emmaus cheering section as we head down to 
Busch Stadium to see the Cardinals playing the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks on Tuesday, June 29!!!! Emmaus staff, clients, 
family, and friends are all welcome to attend.  Pavilion Re-
served seats are available for $18, and a portion of every ticket 
will benefit Emmaus Homes!  

Tickets are available at both Emmaus campuses and by phone 

at 636-534-5214.  Online sales will start June 1 at 
www.emmaushomes.org.  All tickets orders must be placed by 
June 14th, so please order early!  You don’t want to miss this 
fun-filled evening with Emmaus Homes and the Cardinals! 

Pam Benz                                                                                       
Director of Public Relations, Emmaus Homes 
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For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through 
Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. II Corinthians 1: 5 

There are a few "commodities" and "luxuries" our family had 
in Chicago which we no longer have, relatively speaking, here 
in El Quiche, Guatemala.  For example, having access to pota-
ble water is not only a national problem, but for our area has 
been a years-long problem. The water truck drives down our 
street as early as 6 am every day of the week honking the horn 
and selling water. We buy our water this way. It is then stored 
in cisterns where the already murky water gets even murkier. 
Some days I wish I could submerge myself in Lake Michigan 
to bathe - and to be honest, I have never been interested in 
Lake Michigan, but now I miss it!   

Having access to potable water is not only a social problem but 
also an environmental one. There have been mild droughts 
each of the recent years, but in the past year throughout most 
of Guatemala and much of Central America, there was no rain-
fall whatsoever. Now the government has officially announced 
a severe drought. The drought destroyed most of next year's 

subsistence maize (corn) crops, and the cost of maize has in-
creased astronomically. Not only is there a lack of food for the 
upcoming year, but this has created a serious economic hard-
ship for most families. While historically, many rural residents 
have been internally displaced, or uprooted from their commu-
nities due to colonialism, the 36 year old armed conflict and 
the recent mining business, now many are being displaced due 
to grave environmental changes. Yet there is something im-
pressive about an organization like Guatemalan Cultural Ac-
tion (ACG) which has a staff so committed and dedicated to 
improving the lives of each person in the community, even 
while living with their own economic hardships. 

Pray with me, giving thanks to God for the Guatemalan Cul-
tural Action (ACG).  May God bless you and your family in 
everything you do to support me and my family and the ACG.  
I humbly ask for your continued prayers.  

Gloria Vicente serves through Global Ministries with Guate-
malan Culture Action (ACG) as a youth and communication 
worker. 

Monthly Minders 

Communion is served the first weekend of each month.                                                                                                                                 
The first weekend of the month is the food pantry collection.                                                                                                                      
The first weekend of the month is the aluminum can collection.                                                                                                     
“Family Sunday” is the second Sunday of each month with more multi-sensory elements to Sunday’s worship and a more                 
traditional service on Saturday.                                                                                                                                                                
The MPS (Merchandise Pickup Service) Box is in the parking lot.                                                                                                                        
Pizza Hut Night is the second Monday of each month from  3-8 p.m.  (see coupon below)                                                                    
Schnucks escrip cards  - see church office                                                                                                                                                 
Sign up for altar flowers and /or bulletins by the Market Street hallway doors.                                                                                              
John Pils’ prints of St. Peter’s Church are available for purchase in the church office.                                                                                     
If you are hospitalized and want the church office to know, please call 239-6176.                     

�������������������������������������������                                                                      

Please complete and return this coupon to a Pizza Hut employee at the time of purchase. 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

I SUPPORT THE ST. PETER’S UCC ATRIUM FUND 

Total Spent: ____________ (To be filled out by Pizza Hut employee and attached to receipt.) 
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�  1 

Helen Desmond                
Amber Ernst 

 

2 

Dolores Roehrs 

Claire Heinrich 

3 Kyle Zick                 
Marvin Keller                  
Cynthia                       
Westhoelter                   
Sara Barnett                          
Mike Wood                            
Leah Pinnell                    
Ashlyn Hellmann              
Austin Hellmann 

4 

William Crowley 

Carol Graham 

5 

Noah Noud 

6 7 

Rachel Derner 

8 

Arlie Rettke 

Laurie Hellmann 

Chloe Martin 

Abbey Martin 

9 

Clarence                    
Wehmeier 

Ruth Schultz 

Anna Sullentrup 

10 

Devin Lause 

11 

Edward Kruse 

12 

Anita Jaeger 

Ravi Kommina 

13 

Molly Behr 

Susan Wehmueller 

14 

Max Lindauer 

Gayle Luechtefeld 

Nicholas Schaffer 

15 16 

Ruth Nickerson 

JoAnn Hagedorn 

17 

Alice Steibel 

Mary Jo Stoyer 

Alison Francis 

Megan Oberg 

18 19 June Bargen                
Richard Hirschl 
Bernice                    
Stockglausner                   
Carolyn Yager 
Philip Howard  
Eric Mutert 

20 

Melvin Jones 

Katherine Kruse 

Luke Kroeter 

21 Stacie Jacquin                 
Lucille Heidmann                                     
Billie Ruth Miller               
Antoinette West                 
Deborah                    
Buddemeyer                
Blake Scheible 

22 

Lori Sehrt 

Logan Holdmeyer 

Megan                         
Montgomery 

23 

Marian Gerling 

Donald Steibel 

Drew Elsenrath 

24 

Patricia Wood 

Shawn Roehrs 

Benjamin 
Jinkerson 

Andrew Roewe 

25 

Tom Hogan 

Charlene Hahne 

Cheryl Keller 

26 

Cara Czeschin 

Kevin Fox 

27 

Diane Gephardt 

28 

Ralph Altemeyer 

29 

Alisha Skaggs 

30    

$���!�%�����������!����

St. Peter’s has begun its search for consistent childcare workers to staff our childcare room on Sunday mornings and needed 
Wednesday evenings paying $10 per hour.  If you would like to apply for this position, please 
contact the church office for a position description.  If you do not wish to apply but would be 
willing to volunteer as secondary coverage to help us meet Safe Church guidelines (two adult 
coverage), please contact the church office or write “childcare help” beside your name in the 
pew friendship register.  Thank you for helping to provide a ministry of hospitality to young 
families and visitors of our church. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
10:30 Staff 
7 Board of               
Christian           
Education                    
Pastor Leah @ 
continuing ed. 
through June 3 

2 
Quilting 
10 Prayer Network 
6 AA 

3 
6 AA                           
4-8:30 Sheltered 
Reality practice in 
auditorium 

4 5 
5 Worship 

6 9:15 Rainbow 

Bell Choir practice                                    
10 Worship                     
9 Adult Class               
10 Kids Musical 
Practice                    
Food Pantry & 
Aluminum Drives                
9:20 & 11 Coffee 
Hour                              
6:30-8 Youth 
Group 

7 
9 am Retired 
Men’s Group                               
6 AA                                  
6:30 Quilting 

8 
10:30 Staff 
1:30 Stewardship               
6 Building & Gr. 
6:30 Cemetery 
Board @ Cemetery 
6:30 Council                 
Planning 
7 EA Council 

9 
Quilting 
6 AA 

10 
8:30 Women’s 
Fellowship Break-
fast at Park                  
6 AA                             
6 Rehearsal                     
7 MISG               

11 
Faithworks confer-
ence begins Pastor 
Paul attending 
through 13th 

12 
8-10 Miller’s Grill 
Breakfast                              
2 Wedding                   
5 Worship 

1310 Worship                     

9 Adult Class                             
Family Sunday            
9:20 & 11 Coffee 
Hour                              
11:15-12:15 Par-
ents Youth Group 
Mtg.                         
Bike and Build -
Youth eat dinner 
5:30 with group 

14 
Bike and Build 
ends                                  
9 am Women’s 
Breakfast Group               
3-8 Pizza Hut night                               
6 AA                                  
6:30 Quilting               
Pastor Paul out of 
office through 16th 

15 
10:30 Staff 
2:30 Cedar Crest 
7 Church Council 

16 
Quilting 
6 AA 

17 
10:30 Grandview                  
6 AA 

18 
6 Rehearsal                
Pastor Leah out of 
office through 30th 

19 
1:30 Wedding               
5 Worship 

20 
Father’s Day 
10 Worship                     
9 Adult Class               
10 Sunday School                
9:20 & 11 Coffee 
Hour 

21                                

9 a.m newsletter 
articles due                                         
6 AA                                  
6:30 Quilting 

22 
10:30 Staff 

23 
Quilting 
6 AA 

24 
10:45 Ladies to 
Holstein                                          
6 AA                              
7 MISG 

25 26 
5 Worship                    

27 
10 Worship                     
9 Adult Class               
10 Sunday School                
9:20 & 11 Coffee 
Hour 

28                              

6 AA                                  
6:30 Quilting 

29 
10:30 Staff 
Emmaus Day at 
Busch Stadium 

30 
Quilting 
6 AA 
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